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Who are Cihisasans in the literal and Gofpel fenfe of the word ? 


AS thofe who are difciples 
and believers in Chrift, or 
fuch as follow the Lamb, de- 
pending on his merits for pardon 
and acceptance ; therefore all 
chriftian denominations fay, 
‘© We believe that through the 
grace of our Lord Jefus Chritt, 
we fhall be faved, even asthey,”’ 
or as well as others. David of 
old believed God to be plenteous 
in mercy unto al/ who call on 


. him, and fays, “AL nations 


hall come and worfbip before the 
Lord and glorify bis name.” The 
Lord hath faid, ‘I will gather 
all nations and tongues, and they 
fhall con.. and-fee my glory.— 
Ail your brethremmhal! be bro’t 
out of ALL mations whether 
they be Jews or Gentiles. All 
mations fhall be “blefled in the 
promifed feed. No one nation 
can claim this bleffing to the ex- 
clafion of all the reft; yct there are 





- thofe who think all others are an- 


tichriftian, and apply the fong of 
the redeemed to themfelves. 


*¢ Thy worthinefs is all our fong, 

O Lamb of God! for thou waft flain 3 
And by thy blood boughteft usto God, 

_. Out of cach nation, tribe, and tongue; 
To our Ged madeft us kings & prietfts, 

. Andwe fhallreign upon the earth.” &e. 
Though in fa& this Sec% cannot 
found in more than one or 

6 nations on earth, and but 


very few in either! ! 


St. John, after he had num- 
bered thofe who were fealed out 
of each of the tribes of Ifrael, 
fays, ** He beheld, and loa great 
multitude, which no man could 
number of ALL nations and kind. 


red, and people and tongues ftood 


before the throne and before the 
Lamb clothed with white Robes, 
and palms in their hands.” 

It appears from this paflage 


that John faw more people af-. 
fembled before the throne and > 


the Lamb of God, than can be 
found in one, two or three fe&s 


on earth, for the multitude was . 


fo great that no man conld 
number them. Then we mutt 
conclude there hath been, is now, 
and will be more’ faved, finally 
than all chriftendom ! 

The whole body of ail chrifiian 
denominations put together will 
not amount,to more than one 
feventh part of the known world, 
and this fmall number is divid- 
ed into almoft three hundred fo- 
cieties, and but one of the leaft 
of thefe focicties is allowed to 
be right ! . No two fects can be 
agreed in the faith to worfhip 
the great Gop together, altho’ 
he fupports:them all, and mak- 
eth his fun to rife on the eviland 
on the good, and fendeth rain on 
the juft and‘on the unjuft. 

The writer ddes not fee how, 
or 
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or with what propriety any one 
fe& can fay they are infallibly 
right, and all others who do not 
agree with them, are certainly 
wrong, and are the very anti- 
chriftian people mentioned in 
the-fcriptures, when all pretend 
to admit the Bible as the only 
‘infallible rule, and great crite- 
rion of faith. Who hath aright 
to judge of things as pertaining 
%o the confcience, but an Al- 
“mighty Gop ? Judge not and 
you ‘fhall not be judged, but if 
you judge, you fhall be judged, 
and IJ believe it will be from your 
own mouths. 

Now if we were to admit that 
other chriftian denominations 
may be right in the eflentials of 
religion as wellas we; Iam in- 
clined to think it probable that 
we fhould be more charitable to- 
ward thofe who differ from us, 
anore meek, and lefs bigotted to 
favorite and uneffential princi- 


.. ples ; and as there is no one fect 
. in.particular can be found to 
. prevailamong ALL nations, kind- 


réd, people and tongues, then why 
judge any fect to be antichriftian 
while they do not deny the eflen- 
tials of religion. 

As I live faiththe Lord, every 
Knee fhall bow to me, and *ve- 
ry tongue fhall confefsjto God. 
So then every one of ‘us fhall 

ive account of himfelf to God. 
FPccetocs let us not judge one 
another any more. 

There is not one text in the 
whole bible as I can find that 
mentions redeeming any one de- 
nomina‘*on and deftroying all 
the reft. Then let me afk every 
rational creature who enjoys the 
peaceable funthine of the glori- 


ous gofpel of Jefus Chrift, whe- 
ther it would not be as commend- 
able for us all to ftrive for unani- 
mity and philanthropy, and each 
one try to cover his brother’s 
{mall faults, with the mantle of 
gofpel charity, rather than rake 
up all thofe bitter execrations 
which are pronounced againft 


‘the moft abandoned, in the bible 


and throw them in-one anothers 
faces. That charity which fuf- 
fereth long, beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all 


things, endureth all things, and 


never faileth, will not be guilty 
of fuch things ; for what has 
any fociety todo with thofe who 


are out oftheirchurch. The great 


Judge of all the earth will foon 
appear to take vengeance on 
them who know not God, and. 


obey not the gofpel. The heart 


is deceitful above all things and 


defperately wicked, who can 


know it? I the Lord fearch the 
heart, I try the reins, even to 
give every man according to his 
ways, ang according to the fruit 
of his doings. _ Such as believe 
the Lord will do perfe& juftice 
at his appeasing, ought to wait 
patiently till he does come. * 
All Ifrael [the people of God] 
will be faved let them dwell in 
the uttermoft parts of the earth; 
for, whofoever believes or calls 
on the name of the Lord, /ball 
be faved. Are there not fome 
in all parts of the known world 
whe do call, repeatedly call on 
the name of Lord ? If they do, 
dare any chriftian fay, they will 
not be faved, when God in his 
word hath faid vhey fhall be ! ! ! 


Stand in awe, and fin not, for’ . 


the day of the Lord is at hand. 
THe 
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Tue DEATHS or tHe APOSTLES. (from page 62.) 


St. Peter, who was called 


Simon, or Simeon, before he 


was called to be an apoitle, had 
the name of Cephas given him 
by Jefus, which, in Syriac fig- 
nifies a rock or ftone; in Greek, 
Petros, from whence we form 
Peter, on account of the firm- 
nefs and conftancy of his faith. 
He was originally a fifherman, 
and brother to Andrew the apo- 
{tle ; who, upon the teftimeny 
received from St. John the bap- 
tift, brought him to our Savior ; 
tho it does not appear that Pe- 
ter became his difciple, till he 
faw the miraculous draught of 
fifhes, Luke v. g, to, 11. Af- 
ter which we find that Jefus ad- 
mitted Peter into all the moft 
fecret paffages of his life ; and 
he became the mouth of the a- 
poltolic college. Yet, at the 
approach of our Savior’s fuffer- 
ings, he, trufting too much to 
his own {trength, became a per- 
petual example of human frail- 
ty, in denying his Lord, Mark 
XIV. 29, 31. However, one 
glance of our Savior's eye upon 


him made him bitterly bewail 
his folly and fin. And in token 
of the acceptance of his peni- 
tential tears, we read that Chrift 
appeared very early to Péter, 
after he rofe trom the dead, and: 
commanded him toa feed his 
fheep, or faithfully to inftrué& 
and teach them. And accord- 
ingly, when Chrift was gone up 
into heaven, Peter applied: fo 
heartily to the word of found 
doGtrine, that, by his firft &r- 
mon, he coverted three thoufand. 
fouls. After this he was fent 
by the other apoftles to. preach 
the gofpel and confirm the new 
converts in Samaria. He feated 
himfelf at Antioch, and. being, 
in a peculiar manner, {tiled the 
apoftle of the circumcifion,. be~ 
caufe he preached chiefly to the 
Jews, he travelled through the 
fynagogues in Pontus, Galatia,. 
Cootdaele, Afia, and fome fay, 
in Rome alfo; till the year of 
Chrift 69, when Nere ordered. 
him to-be crucified with his head. 
downwards. 


(Torbe continued.) 





RELIGIOUS SECTS.—Continued from page 63. 


SAN DEMANIANS. 

The particular practices in 
the Sandemanian Churches, ate as 
follow : 

I, They conftantly commu- 
nicate together in the Lord’s 
{upper every Sabbath: for they 
look upon the Chriftian Sabbath 
as defigned for the celebration 
of divine ordinances, which are 
fummarily comprifed, Acts ii. 

Il. 1n the interval between 


the morning and the afternoon: 
fervice, they have their lovefeafts, 
of which every member partakes. 
by dining at the-houfes: of fuch 
of the brethren who live fuffici- 
ently near, and whofe habita- 
tions are convenient for that pur- 
pofe. Their profeffed defign in 
thefe feafts is to cultivate mutu- 
al knowledge and friendthip, to 
teftify that they are‘all brethren 


of one family ; and that the poor 
may 
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may have a comfoértable meal at 
the expence of the more weal- 
thy. 

This and other opportunities 
they take for the fi/s of charity, 
or the faluting each other with 
an holy kifs ; a duty this denomi- 
nation believe exprefsly exhort- 
ed to in Rom. xvi. 16.—1{t Cor. 
xvi. 20. And other texts of 
{cripture. 

They not only ufe this kifs 
of charity at the love feafts, when 
each member falutes the perfon 
who fits next him on each fide, 
but at the admiffion of a new 
church member ; to teftify that 
they heartily welcome him into 
their fellowfhip, and love him 
for the fake of the truth he has 
proteffled. They alledge that 
thefe love feafis were not laid a- 
fide by St. Paul’s writing to the 
Corinthians, but enjoined to be 
oblerved in a right manner, and 
the abufes of them correéted ; 
and they continued in practice 
while the primitive profeflion of 
brotherly love remained among 
the ‘ancient Chriftians, and as 
charity never faileth, rf. of Cor. 
xiii. 8. fo neither fhouid any of 
the duties, or expreflions of it, 
be allowed to fail. 

Since our Lord tells his dif- 
ciples that they ought fo wajfb 
one anthers fect, according to the 
example he gave them; John xiii. 
14, 15. This denomination en- 
join this as an incumbent duty. 

They are dire&ted to look up- 
on all they poffefs as open to the 
calls of the poor and church ; to 
contribute according to their a- 
bility, as every one has need. 

ILLUMINATI, i. e. the 
Enl ghtexed. A denomination, 


which appeared in Spain about 
the year 1575. They were char- 
ged with maintaining, that men- 
tal prayer and contemplation had 
fo intimately united them to 
God, they were arrived to fuch 
a ftate of perfeGion, as to ftand 
in no need of good works, or 
the facraments of the church; 
and that they might commit the 
groffeft crimes without fin. 
After the fuppreffion of the 
Illuminati in Spain, there ap- 
peared a fe& in France which 
took the fame name. They 
maintained, that one Anthony 
Buckuet, a Friar, had a fyftem 
of belief and praétice revealed to 
him, which exceeded every thing 
Chriftianity had yet been ac- 
quainted with ; that by this me- 
thod, perfons might in a fhort 
time arrive at the fame degrees 
of perfection and ‘glory which 
the faints and the bieffed Virgin 
have attained to ; and this im- 
provement ‘might be carried on 
till our ations became divine, 
and our minds wholly given up 
to the influence of the Almigh.. 


ty. They faid further, that none 


of the doétors of the church 
knew any thing of religion ;— 
that St. Peter and St. Paul were 
well-meaning men, but knew 
nothing of devotion ; that the 
whole church lay in darknefs 
and unbelief ; that every one 
was at liberty to follow the fug- 
geftions of his confcience ; that 
God regarded nothing but him- 
felf; and that within ten years 
their do€trine would be received 
over all the world, and then 
there. would be no more occafion 
for priefts, rionks, and other 
fuch religious diftinctions, 


CHARACTER 








Chara&ter of Dr. Belknap. 6g 
CHARACTER of the late Rev. JEREMY BELKNAP, D. D. 


EREMY BELKNAP, p.p. 
Paftor of the Church in Fe- 
deral ftreet, Bofton, was born 
in that town, 4th June, 1744 5 
had the rudiments of his educa- 
tion at the grammar {chool, un- 
der the care of the celebrated 
Mr. Lovel ; and entered Har- 
vard college, in 1758. 

He difcovered at this early 
period, fuch marks of genius 
and tafte, fuch talents for com- 
pofition, fuch a flow of fenti- 
ment in converfation, as to en- 
gage the efteem of the ftudents, 
and arreft the attention of his 
inftru@ors. His triends antici- 
pated a life that would be dif- 
tinguifhed, and foon beheld, 
with fatisfaGtion, that it would 
be eminently ufeful. 

Having ‘received the honors 
of the Univerfity, in 1762, he 
applied his mind to the various 
branches ef {cience, but feeling 
very ferious impreffions of di- 
vine truth, he turned his 
thoughts to, theology, and the 
more he ftudied, the more he 
was captivated with the beauties 
of religion. The whole bent of 
his foul was to the work of the 
miniftry, and to this he, in the 
moft folemn manner, devoted 
himfelf. In 1763, he publifh- 
eda pathetic elegy, upon the 
death of his minifter, the Rev. 
Alexander Cummings, which 
difcovered how much he was 
influenced by devotional fenti- 
ments. 

Soon after he commenced his 
firft appearance as a preacher, 
he was invited to take the charge 
of the church at Dover, in New- 


Hampthire. There he pafled 


feveral years of his valuable life, 
with the efteem and affeGtion of 
his flock, in habits of intimacy 
with minifters and other gentle- 
men of the neighboring places, 
all of whom regretted his depar- 
ture. He received marks of 
attention and refpe& from the 
firft chara@ters of the ftate, who 
perfuaded and encouraged him 
to compile a hiftory, which 
does much honor to our coun- 
try, andhas given a name and 
diftin@tion among the firft lite- 
rary charaCters of the age. 

When the Prefbyterian church 
in Bofton agreed to form 
their fociety upon Congrega- 
tional principles, they’ invited 
Dr. Belknap to be their paftor. 
Nothing could have been more 
agreeable to the minifters and 
people of the other churches, 
and to all who regarded the in- 
terefts of the Univerfity of 
Cambridge, with which he be- 
came officially conneéted ; be- 
ing fully confident that he would 
be a great inftrument in premo- 
ting the caufe of religion and 
learning. 

He was an evangelical preach- 
er ; but his fermons were filled 
with a rich variety of obferva- 
tions on human life and man- 
ners. He never aimed at a 
fplendid diGtion, but a vein of 
piety ran through his difcourfes, 
and his ftyle was uncommonly 
elegant and perfpicuous ; his ar- 
rangements clear and luminous ; 
and his language adapted to the 
fubje&. He was fure to gratify 
the tafte of the beft judgés of com- 
pofition, and the humble inqui- 
rers after truth.—-He* had a 


great 








PR RET OR MEE pe 





70 Charatter of Dr. Belknap. 


great readinefs in quoting and 
applying texts of f{cripture, and 
had read much of cafuiftic, fyf- 
tematic and polemical divinity, 
but he chofe to give every fen- 
timent a pra¢tical turn, and to 
diffufe that wifdom which is 
profitable to dire&. 

His attention to his people 
were founded upon a regard to 
them, and the interefts of reli- 
gion, He was their fincere and 
afteGionate friend, and he ex- 
perienced peculiar pleafure in 
giving religious inftructions to 
young children. He was very 
active in encouraging thofe pub- 
lications which are defigned for 
their ufe and benefit. 

As a hufband, parent, bro- 
ther or friend, he was tender, 
affable. kind and obliging—he 
gave advice with cheerfulnefs 
and with an attention to their 
concerns which invited their 
confidence. 

The friends of Dr. Belknap 
were numerous. His acquain- 
tance was much increafed by 
his becoming a member of fo 
many literary and benevolent fo- 
cieties; and he was aétive in 
promoting the good of every af- 
fociation to which he belonged 
-—wherever he could be of any 
fervice, he freely devoted his 
time and talents, 

The Hiftorical Society have 
loft their moft laboyous and dili- 
gent member, and the founder 
of their inftitution. No man 
had ever colleéted a greater 
number of facts, circumftances 
and anecdotes, or a more valu- 
able compilation of manufcripts 
which might give information 
and entertainment, to all thofe 


who wifh to knew the hiftory 
of their own country. In his 
purfuits of this kind, he fre- 
quently met with difappoint- 
ments from the lofs of valuable 
papers, and he frequently men- 
tioned to: his friends in New- 
Hampthire and Bofton, that it 
was neceflary to preferve them 
by multiplying copies, and ma- 
king it the particular intereft 
and duty of an affociation tocol- 
lect them, and to ftudy their va- 
lue. The propofals of Dr. 
Belknap, met with the appro- 
bation and encouragement of fe- 
veral gentlemen in Bofton, and 
its environs, and the Society 
Was incorporated in 1794. 

As an author, Dr. Belknap 
appears with great reputation, 
whether we confider his fugi- 
tive performances which often 
were publifhed, appearing with- 
out a name, or his larger works 
which have been celebrated in 
America and Europe. He 
wrote much in the caufe of 
freedom and his’ country before 
our revolution, and his patriotic 
ardor was as ftrong and fincere 
of late, asin former years. He 
was attached tothe Federal con- 
ftitution of thefe ftates, which 
he thought to be the bulwark of 
freedom and good government ; 
he was fully perfuaded that it 
had been wifely and purely ad- 
miniftered, and in his converfa- 
tion as well as in feveral of his 
public performances, manifeft- 
ed a conviction, that a firm and 
uniform fupport toit, was ef- 
fentially ene to the liberty 
and profperity of our country. 

The firft volume of the Ame- 
rican Biography excited a ftrong 

defire 
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could not be finifhed by the fame 
hand. His mind was richly fur- 
nifhed with this kind of know- 


_ ledge, and he wrote for the pub- 


lic benefit. The love of fame 
was only a fecondary confidera- 
tion, his mind feemed to glow 
with a defire of being ufeful. 
The frequent returns of ill 
health to which this worthy man 
was fubje&, gave an anxiety to 
his friends, and led 4im to think 
that his days could not be long 
upon earth. This ftimulated his 


_ exertions, that he might do the 
| more fervice while the day laft- 
















Every Chriftian’s Affiftant. at 


§ «defire in the minds of the read- 

‘ers, to have the work continued. 
_ A fecond volume is now in the 
_ prefs——and the tears of genius 
P are fhed, that a work of fomuch 
» entertainment and information, 


ed. But he was feized fuddenly 
with a paralytic diforder at four 
o’clock, and died at rr on Wed» 
nefday, June 20, 1798. 

His remains were entombed 
the Friday after, with every teiti- 
mony of refpeét from the inha- 
bitants of the town. The rev. 
Mr. Kirkland preached an af- 
feétionate difcourfe from John, 
ix. 4. The whole affembly ex- 
preffed their forrow for the lofs 
of one fo near and dear to them 


as a brother and friend; fo ami-° 


able in the more tender relations 
of domefiic life, fo exemplary 
as a chriftian, foufeful'as a mi- 
nifter, fo refpetable in al) the 
public offices he fuftained.—— 
Who does not readily acknow- 


ledge the worth and excellence . 


of fuch a character’? 





EVERY CHRISTIAN’s ASSISTANT. 
No. I. 
[Being occafional extradis from Henry's “ Method of Prayer.’’ | 


religious offering up of de- 


| | vout acknowledgments and de- 
| fires to God. 


A ftore-houfe of materials for 
prayer may be of ufe.to put us 
in remembrance of our feveral 


’. errands at the throne of Grace. 
' And it is requifite to the decent 


performonce of the duty, that 
{ome proper method be cbferved, 


* not only that what ‘is faid be 
» good, but that it be {aid in its 
. proper place and time. 


Prayer may be comprehended 


| in five parts. 


The firft -part of prayer is, 


; Addre/s to God, adoration of him, 
P with May acknowledgments, 

') profeffious, and preparatory re- 
|) quefts. ed 





he fécond part is, Confe/fion 

of fin, complaints of our felves, and 
humble profeffions of repentance. 

The third part is, Petition and 


fupplication for the good things 


which we fland in need of. — 

The fourth part is, Thant/- 
giving for ine mercies we have re- 
ceived from God, and the many fa- 
vors of bis we are interefled in, 
and have and hope for benefits by. 

The fifth part is, Jnterceffion, 
or addref{s and [upplication to God 


for others. 


Or THe First Parr. 

O thow whofe name alone is 
Jehovah, and who’ art the moft 
high over all the earth. 

Who is a God like unto thee, 
glorious in -holinefs, fearful in 
praifes, doing wernders ? 

u 


ar ow ws, 
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Thou art God and not Man; 
haft not eyes of fleth, nor feeft 
thou as man feeth: thy days are 
not as.the days of man, nor thy 
years as man’s days. 

Thou art the king eternal, 
immortal, invifible. 

Thou art a God at hand, and 
a God afar off ; none can hide 
himfelf in fecret places that thou 
canft not fee him, for thou fill- 
eft heaven and earth. 

All things are naked and open 
before the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do; even the 
thoughts & intents of the heart. 

Thine underftanding, O Lord, 
is infinite, for thou telleft the 
number of the ftars, and calleft 
them all by their names. 

The heavens, even the hea- 
vens are thine, and all the hoits 
of them. The earth is thine, 


A PRAYER. 
Ser o’er my fovl, O God, a guard, that I 


May fo condu& my life, as not to fear to die, 
While in the labyrinth of youth I ftray, 

Guide and protect me thro’ the dang’rous way. 
By ill example may I ne’er be fway’d, 


and the fulnefs thereof, the 
world and they that dwell there- 
in. In thy hand are the deep 


places. of the earth, and the. | 


ftrength of the hills is thine al- 
fo: The fea is thine, for thou 
madeft it, and thy hands formed 
the dry land: All the beafts of 
the foreft are thine, and the cat- 
tle upon a thoufand hills : thou 
art therefore a great God, and 
a great king above all Gods, 

We know, O God, that thou 
canft do every thing, and that 
no thought can be withholden 
from thee: Power belongs to 
thee ; and with thee nothing is 
impoffible. 

Thou art holy, O thou that 
inhabiteft the praifes of Ifrael ; 
holy and reverend is thy name ; 
and we give thee thanks at the 
remembrance of thy holinefs. 


Nor yet to a& as thou ordain’ft afraid. 

May all deceit be to my foul unknown, 

May the ne’er have one thought [ e’er fhould bluth to own, 
€lear her from pride and all hypocrify, | 

And fix my thoughts on thy eternity. 





A, FRAGMENT. x 





\ ’ ITHOUT repentance none to heaven can go, 
Yet what repentance is, few feem to know : 
*Tis not to cry out mercy, or to fit 

And droop, or to confefs that thou haft fail’d ; 
*Tis to bewail the fins thou didft commit, 

And not commit thofe fins thou haft bewail’d. 
He that dewails, and not forfake them too, 
Confeffes rather what he means todo. 
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